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' The Times, 
1, Pennington st. London. EI 9 q 
Fax. 00 44 171-782 5046 ^ 
E-Mail: leeters@the-times co uk 

Sir 

Michael Dynes,"Warlord plots Faleban's downfallMS August, 1W7 has broken all 
journalistic norms based on accurate research and compassionate reporting. His 
account of "general" Masoud is pure fabrication and belongs to legend not facts. Dynes 
writes: "Masood fought of fi\ e Soviet campaigns to break him. All failed. Moscow 
threw 1 1 5,000 men against him w ithout a hope of success." 

The 1 15,000 was Moscow's total force for the whole of Afghanistan, not for Masoud's 
punjshir valley which is one of 260 districts in the country While the rest of 
Afghanistan was fighting against the Soviet Red Army, Masoud signed two cease-fires 
with the Russians in June 1982 and again in Febaiar> 1983. 

Michael Dynes is building up Masoud as a liero, the "Robin Hood of Hindokush" a 
"deeply Religious" man, who "sleeps little" .uui reads "military strategists". It is well 
known to all Afghans that Masoud and his men drink alcohol: Masoud has an 
illegitimate daughter from a European women and has come once again to the gates of 
Kabul in bribing commanders wlio were hoidinu tb.e area fcr faieban 
Will Mr.Dynes Please read Amnesty Iniei natv^nal recoils of the nearly f.vc years when 
Masoud was in power He may then lealise why even the residents in Kabul do not 
want Masoud or other v^arlords to return, faieban have some si -on-comings, but they 
have brought peace and security 'o three quaiiers of the country Stopped rape, looting 
and arbitrary arrests by the warlords, fhat is why people are tolerating them, because 
in camparison with the warlord:^ such as Mosoud. Dostem, Maziui and Hekmatyar. 
they are God sent angels * 

* Youri^-^incerely 

T4abl Nfisdaci 

Afghan Anthropologist. 
School of Social Sciences, 
University of Sussex, Falmer Bnuhton 
e-mail: misdaq@mistral.co uk 

What better deed could one expect from a leader such as Massoud who, while 
fighting for personal power with his countrymen, blew up the only highway 
to Panchir, then the Pule Matak (Matak Bridge), the only entrance to Salang? 
However, during the Soviet occupfeon of Afghanistan, Massoud kept both 
the strategic facilities open and guarded for the Soviet aggressive armies! 

AFGHANISTAN MIRROR 
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TIMES OF LONDON INTERFERS IN AFGHANISTAN /'^ 

- - - 

The Times of London in the person of the so called "correspondent ". Michael Dynes is 
spreading malicious propaganda, trying to further inflame the situation in Afghanistan. 
This man, last October, h)96 in his deliberately misleading reports tVom Masoud end 
of Shamali sent all kinds of lies and misinformation, but these made no difference to 
the realities on the groimd. Taleban succeeded to chase Masoud to Punjshir, where he 
remained till August 97 Now that Masoud, once again by using his cash, printed in 
Moscow, was able to buy such commanders as Anwar Danger and so on, has come to 
the Shamali area and The Times of London, going against its long t^stablished history 
of factual reporting and impartiality in matters concerning the live of human beinus is 
hell bent to bolster up the image of Masoud as a "general" and "leader of the northern 
alliance" and such epitaphs The paper, through the reports of Michael Dynes has time 
and again referred to Taleban by such derogatory terms as "messianic. .Ultra 
extremists... Backward... (those who are) taking Afghanistan back to the 7th century., 
their one eyed leader" etc. etc. This paper, in continuing its campaign to force the 
discredited Masoud down the .Afghan's thnxus. i> once again printing reports sent by 
Dynes and has failed to publish for e.xample the letter of an Afghan journalist and 
academic, Nabi Misdaci. which we publish below let Afghans and all tiiose interested 
to find a just solution to the fratricidal \var in Afghanistan read a sample of this so 
called reports, of The Times and judge for tiieniseKes how this old enemy of the 
Afghans is once again taking advantage of the ci;;iotic situation in our country' and is 
tiying to avenge itself for the throe wars in which ihey lost their teeth 
We hope that all Afghan compairioib would .sent tii.;ir letters of protesi lo The Times 
in the hope of driving some sense into heads of its foreign editors 
The Times on 18 August devoted nearly half a page lo two reports from Dynes some 
of which is quoted in the letter by Nabi Misdaq In the next days edition, Michael 
Dynes in another report from Jabelsaraj says that "Taleban forces shoot refugees trying 
to tlee Kabul." Everyone knows that Taleban came to power and have been accepted 
by the majority of Afghans for their committneni to protect the people from the 
excesses of the warlords and to date we have no news in any part of .-\fghanistan of 
Taleban deliberatelv killing ordinaw Afghans Though their enemiews like the Khalili 
of Hazaras and Masoud of the "National Oppression" party time and again have 
accused Taleban of the acts that they ihemseKes are very tamiliai with.^But The 
Times campaign for discrediting the Taleban continues. On .August 20th The Times 
published a large photograph of Masoud w itli one of his children, portraying l-,im as a 
kind and humane person while e-.ery Afghan knows that Masoud's hands are bloody 
more than most other resistance leaders in the blood of innocent women and children 
and he is also guilty of dynamiting cvei->.- building in Kabul east and south of Kabul 
river so that he can extend the city towards shamali His PR man. Dynes wrote then 
that Masoud's aid had toid him th.at he had postponed attack on Kabul for next month 
and that he will not be hurried by anyone. 3AM the next day, Masoud launched his 
biggest attack and failed to go or.e meter forward Dynes reported this major attack in 
two lines and having run out of further lies ieft ,\fg!i:=>nislan promptly Despite Taleban 
capture of general Besmellah- number two commander of Masoud- and hi^twenty five 
armed men and the attack on Mazar and the looting of NGOs and United Nation^ 
ofFices(including 800 metric tonnes of fiour) there by the Uzbeks and Hazras, the 
Times has kept quiet, presumably because these are events not connected in giving the 
Taleban a bad name 

We hope the paper wiU stop its dtjiherate intetference in the affairs of Afghanistan and 
learn something from its fiistor>' of wars with the Ai'ghans and refrain from encroaching 
once again deceitfully into, Afghanistan. Please w rite or fax or e-mail your protests to: 
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The International Committee for the Salvation of the Cultural Heritage of 
Afghanistan, a non-profit, non-governmental, non-political organization 
established in 1993 with institutional support from the Pacific Asia Museum 
in Pasadena, California, is committed to protect and preserve ancient Afghan 
treasures from further looting and destruction. As a friend of Afghanistan 
who believes in the cause of freedom and ending the Cold War, your support 
will be appreciated by the future generations as well as the scholarly 
community around the world. 



Sincerely, 




cc: 



I am looldng forward to your earlv response. 

Mehria Rafiq Mustamandy 
Founding President 

Paldstan Embassy, Washington D.C. 
Paldstan Consulate, Los Angeles 
Paldstan Embassy, London 
U.N. Headquarters, New York 



UNESCO, Paris, France 
^;^.^^ghan Media Network, U.S.A. 

Email: mustamandy@aol.com 

Afghanistan 

An opportunist 
returns ' 




ABRIDGE nearby' a kiionieirc loiiti nui 
far from Tennez links Atuhamscan 
with Uzbekistan across the Oxus ior the 
Amu-Darya, as it came to be called when 
the Soviet Union ruled this region;. This 
week two Uzbek soldiers crossed the brn li^*: 
to talk to the Taliban, the army of Islan-K 
purists who now control about rwo-thu is 
of Afghanistan. It was not a particularly c^: 
dial encounter. The Uzbeks have been 
watching with some anxiety the progress of 
the Taliban northwards, fearing that the 
fervour of their soldiers might ignite Is- 
lamic feeling in Uzbekistan. Now that the 
Taliban were at the border, the Uzbeks felt 
it was proper at least to acknowledge their 
presence and hope that they would keep to 
their promise not to interfere in neighbour- 
ing countries. 

Although the Taliban have advanced a 
little, capturing Hayretan, just south of the 
border, last week, their hoped-for prize in 
the north, Mazar-i-Sharif, still eludes them. 
Mazar was the headquarters of Abdul Ra- 
shid Dostam, who once controlled a large 

tarn's commanders ratted on I Jm and al- 
lowed the Taliban into the 
city. He then turned on the 
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Taliban, killing, according to 
one estimate, some 8oo of 
their best .^ighiers. Mr Dostam 
fled first to Uzbekistan, then 
to Turkey. This week he was 
back in Mazar, although it was 
unclear whether he had re- 
sumed his old authority. 

Even by Afghan standards 
of shifting loyalties, Mr Dos- 
tam's career is exceptional. He 
commanded the army of Gen- 
eral Najibullah, the commu- 
nist who ran the country after 
the ftesians left in 1989. 
When Najibullah was de- 
posed in 1992 by an Islamic 
government led by Burhanud- 
din Rabbani, Mr Dostam 
joined the new rulers, but 
later turned against them and built up his 
stronghold around Mazar. He has given 
some support to the Rabbani government 
since it was thrown out of Kabul last year. 

Mr Dostam is an Uzbek and it is proba- 
ble that Uzbekistan has provided him with 
the means to return to Mazar. The Taliban 
think so. In their attack on Hayretan, ten 
rockets fell on Uzbekistan, possibly meant 
as a warning not to interfere in Afghani- 
1 Stan. The Taliban radio has been rude 





Dostam battles on 



about Uzbekistan in terms usually reserved 
for more sophisticated meddlers such as 
Russia and Iran. 

For the Taliban, much turns on what 
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into Kabul a year ago, they believed that all 

Afghanistan was within their grasp. But the 
opposition survives and is dug in just 20 
kilometres (12 miles) from Kabul. Only 
three countries, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates, have recognised 
the Taliban as the legal government. The 
United Nations, as always, is trying to bring 
the two sides together, but with little hope 
of success. One year on, about all that has 
happened in Af^nistan is that it is a little 
more damaged. 
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October 8, 1997 

The Honorable Benazir Bhutto 
c/o Embassy of Paldstan 
35-36 Lovvnees Square 
London SWI X9JN 
London, England 

Subject: The Protection of Afghanistan's Cultural Property 
Dear Madam Prime Minister: 

Our office has recently been notified that the illicit transfers of 
title involving Afghanistan's historical artifacts have been, and 
are, routinely consummated in Peshawar. As you may be aware, 
the illegal, incessant trafficldng in Afghanistan's antiquities since 
early in the Cold War has reached a crisis proportion 
notwithstanding the codification and ratification of cultural 
property treaties existent amongst Afghanistan's neighbors. 
Though Paldstan is among the signatories, stolen antiquities are 
being offered for sale in Peshawar as well as other localities in 
Paldstan. 

A relevant, recent story in the Afghan Online press is particularly 
disturbing. Citing an article in LeMonde, and dated 8 July 1997, 
the report names you and your husband as participants in this 
activity. We understand that a fund was proposed by you, a fund 
in which the proceeds would be utilized to purchase these stolen 
artifacts for eventual repatriation to Afghanistan, immediately 
following the cessation of hostilities. The LeMonde article 
charges however that, contrary to your proposal, the artifacts 
have been exported from Paldstan for the purpose of inclusion in 
your personal collection. 

We trust that these allegations are without merit or foundation, and that you 
remain dedicated to the concept of cultural property rights. In order to dispe 
these rumors and to avoid the media scrutiny, may we please have your 
response regarding this matter? 



Under the Patronage of Pacific Asia Museum 46 N. Los Robles Avenue. Pasadena, OA 91101 Tel. (818)449-2742 Fax (818)449-2754 
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Dr.Najibullah^The Uft(should be reminded of the killings, bombing and rocketting of civilians afer 
30th July 1993, when the Rabbani government took over. Evidence of the destruction is visible in the 
Videocassette of Afghanistan Mirror. Who has forgotten the firing of hundreds of rockets on August 
10, 1992 and January 19, 1993 so that the recent bombing of Mazare Sharif be brought as a camoflage 
in an opening speech? Even now terrorist Massoud periodically bombards Kabul by Russian pilots, an 
evidence of which is seen in Dr. Hashemeyan s most recent filming of Kabul. 

Another subject that Dr. Abdullah mentioned in his speech was the interfernence of Pakistan. The 
UN should be reminded that the shamefuU Agreement of May 1992 in Peshawar by which a factional 
government was established after Dr. Najibullah was accomplished by Pakistan. Who sent General 

Hamid Gul and Qazi Hussain to Kabul on February 12, 1993 for mediation between the blood sacking 
factions? Weren't these Peshawar Factions who sold themselves to Pakistan at the very beginning? 
Wasn't it Ahmad Shah Massoud who was employed by Zulfiqar Ali Bhuto of Pakistan to inflict 
terroristic activities in Afghanistan against the government of Daoud Khan? The s^hameful picture 
of Rabbani with Ghulam Ishaq Khan of Pakistan published three years ago, wasn't that an evidence of 
slavery to Pakistan and shamefull treason to Afghanistan? Did Pakistan ever have the courage of 
interfering in Afghanistan prior to these dealings? 

Now that Rabbani has found stronger lords such as Russia, Iran and India, he now criticizes his former 
lord Pakistan of interference. Interference in Afghanistan which in reality destroyed Afghanistan 
was made easy and accessable by the materialistic and greedy factions of Peshawar who facilitated 
interference for the enemy and alien; every party who bribed those factions was allowed to interfere, 
hence they sold the mother land for money. Russia which is the number one historic enemy of 
Afghanistan, never to be trusted as a friend or ally, isn't she now a close friend of Dr. Abdullah and 
his cousin Ahmad Shah Massoud? Wasn't the Russian General Consul present in Khijan to guarantee 
the Khinjan shameful accord? ( Look at the picture of Russian General Consul published a year ago in 
New York Times and Washington Post). A month ago, Ahmad Shah Massoui^'s meeting with the 
Russian GeneraK Yuri Batoni) at the beginning of September 97 in Panchir , and Massoud's statements 
calling the Russian assistances as humanitarian, those statements proved to be false because a week 
after that meeting Kabul was bombarded with the new long range rockets which the Russian General 
has given Massoud recently. 

To mention all the evil deeds of the devil factions, the killers and looters, requires a thick book. The 
central issue in this letter is the representation of Afghanistan Chair at the United Nations which 
every Afghan believes it should not to be given to any crooked, killing and looting party which calls 
itself a government. Taliban too, have not developed the capacity and ability of governing so far, 
their human tragedies are evidenced in Afghanistan Mirror's Video Cassette. The issue of Afghanistan 
representation at the United Nations to be left suspended is hereby brought to your attention, so that 
you may bring it to the attention of the UN authorities. 

Respectfully yours 
Mohammad AkramLudin 
October 8, 199T' 

Editor-in-Chief 

Mr. Ludin lives at the following address in Canada: Prof .Dr. S.N. Hashemeyan 

644 Main Str. West, #1220 \vL 0^:^^^^%^^ 
Hamilton, Ont., L8S-1A1, CANADA ^r:^-—^ f ' 



Note : This Editorial was mailed directly to the Secretary General on 10/22/1997, together with a copy 
^ of Mr. Ludin s letter in Persian. 




> 






H.E.Kufi Hanan 

Sacratary General of the United Nations 

New York 
Your Excellency: 



AFGHANISTAN 
^ MIRflOR 

RO. BOX 405 

MONTCLAia CA 91763 
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FAI (909) 

(909) 626^314 



October 22, 1997 



R P I T Q R I A L 



Afghanistan Mirror is a non partisan monthly magazine published in California and distributed widely 
to all Afghan refugee circles all around the world. The Editor often reserves the editorials for the 
public opinion. The following is a letter received from an Afghan refugee in Canada concerning the 
representation of Afghanistan at the United Nations. You will read below an exact English translation 
of a part of the said letter: 

According to the latest news from VOA about the activities of the current General Assembly of 
the United Nations (GAUN), it was heard that clearly once gain the legitimate right of the Afghan 
heroic nation has been ignored at this 1997 (GAUN) session. Afghanistan has been a loyal member of 
the UN; at the end of the Second World War Afghanistan joined the UN and has since fulfilled all its 
obligations, however our rights were violated once again during the current GAUN session. As a 
result of the misrepresentations and cheatings by Rawan Farhadi and Ghafourzai, once again 
Afghanistan chair was given to Dr. Abdullah, the illegitimate representative of the illegitimate 
Rabbani government, which is far from justice and sound judgement. We never insist or recommend 
that the chair be given to this or that, our demand and recommendation is this: this chair belongs to 
Afghanistan and the Afghan nation, whenever the Afghan nation freely elect its national 
government, this chair should be given to that government, and until then, it does not belong to any 
government, it should be left unoccupied. 

Secondly, Mr. Kufi Hanan should be reminded that in accordance with the report of the UN Office in 
Afghanistan at the end of September, before the entrance of Taliban in Mazare Sharif, millions of 
dollars worth of UN goods & supplies were looted by the armed men and some 15 UN employees are 
still held hostage, whilst Wahdat Party, an affiliate of Rabbani, has claimed that UN employees in 
Mazare Sharif have been engaged in espionage for the Taliban. Why is it that despite these obvious 
realities, the representative of a government which has not been able to establish security in the 
central city of its territory, not to mention the entire Afghanistan, is given the chair of 
Afghanistan, and why was the thief of the UN goods and supplies 3J«tS allowed to enter the UN 
General Assembly Hall? Instead of being questioned or tried, he was made a favor by the UN, which 
may have grave consequences. 

Dr. Abdullah, the well known terrorist and the brilliant figure and hope of the crooked and abolished 
government, and Massoud's spokesman, in his opening speech criticized Taliban for air attacks on 
Mazare Sharif and the civilian casualties there. However, how can the UN forgei^the inhuman 
treatment and terroristic activities of the Rabbani government in Kabul, after the fall of 
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